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Important changes in the quality of the urban environment have occurred in the last few 8 
decades. Despite the progress achieved in controlling local air and water pollution, urban areas 9 
show increasing signs of environmental stress. Major concerns for cities are the quality of air 10 
and water quality, heat island conditions and traffic congestion. Open spaces and green areas are 11 
under continuous threat due to more competitive uses for limited land resources. The quality of 12 
life in cities is also affected by the deterioration of buildings and infrastructure and the 13 
degradation of the urban landscape. Beyond their immediate environment, cities also absorb 14 
increasing amounts of resources and produce increasing amounts of emissions and waste, 15 
causing significant burdens on the regional and global environment. These problems are 16 
warning signs of a more deep-seated crisis, and call for a rethinking of current models of 17 
organization and urban development. 18 

Urban environmental problems are often viewed as local problems, since the high 19 
concentration of people and activities in cities is the cause of heavy pressures on the local 20 
environment. However, urban environmental problems are closely linked with regional and 21 
global problems by their common causes and interdependent effects. As cities deplete local 22 
resources and increase their dependence on imported global resources, they become more 23 
vulnerable to the effects of global environmental change. Yet at the same time, the 24 
disproportionately strong influence that urban areas have on the global environment also ensure 25 
that implementation of measures to improve these areas can have significantly beneficial effects 26 
on the regional and global environment. 27 
This means that urban planning must deal 28 
simultaneously with both local and global 29 
environmental problems, such as global 30 
climate change.  31 

This century is projected to be the 32 
century of the environment. The future of 33 
human beings is dependent on the actions 34 
we take on behalf of the environment. An 35 
adequate response to these environmental 36 
concerns requires a new concept of how 37 
cities can become more symbiotic with the 38 
local and global environment in the future. 39 
In order to develop such a concept, four 40 
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authors report on their research in the areas of urban planning and global/local environmental 1 
problems in this special issue. 2 
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